The Didache: The End Times
Lesson 16: (Chapter 16)
By Pr Rich Futrell, May 6, 2011

We now jump forward a bit to finish our study of the Didache, so it will not delay us from starting our next-scheduled Sunday School topics.

The Exhortation
The end of the Didache fittingly ends with the end times.  
16:1  Watch over your life.  Don’t let your lamps go out and don’t let your loins be ungirded.  Instead, be ready, for you don’t know the hour when our Lord is coming.

16.2  Gather together often, seeking what pertains to your souls.  For the time you have believed will be of no benefit if, on the Last Day, you are not made complete.

This chapter opens with three imperatives.  Within these three commands, one statement tells the reader why these three commands are so important.  We can summarize the logic of these two verses in this way.
You don’t know the hour when our Lord is coming, therefore:
1. Watch over your life.  How?

a. By not letting your lamps go out and
b. by not letting your loins be ungirded.

2. Be ready.

3. Gather together often.  Why?

a. To seek, and so receive, what pertains to your souls.

Matthew 24:42: Jesus said, “Keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”

Ephesians 6:14: So, stand firm, having girded your loins with the truth.
Read Matthew 25:1-13
· In the Parable of the Ten Virgins, the lamp flame represents the light of faith.  What then does the oil represent?

· How do you keep receiving “fuel,” so your flame of faith does not go out?

· How do you “gird your loins” with truth/Truth?  

Hebrews 10:25: Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
· To help prepare someone for the Last Day, the Didache does not urge Christians to works righteousness or to heroic acts of faith.  Instead, it says to gather together often.  What is the point of this?
· In short, to be someone who is prepared for Christ’s return, means to be someone whose life revolves around what?
To help us understand the early Church thinking about why Christians were to gather together, we turn to Ignatius.  He was a disciple of the Apostle John, who wrote about the purpose of “gathering together” in his letter to the Ephesians 20:2.
All of you, individually and collectively, gather together in grace, in one faith and one Jesus Christ, who physically was a descendant of David, who is Son of Man and Son of God.  Obey the bishop and presbyters with an undisturbed mind, breaking one bread, which is the medicine of immortality, the antidote we receive against death to live forever in Jesus Christ. 
Suffering During the End Times
16:3  This is what will happen during the Last Days:
· False prophets and corrupters will abound,

· sheep will turn into wolves,
· and love will turn into hate.

16:4  As lawlessness increases, they will hate, persecute, and betray one another.

And then the deceiver of the world will appear as a son of God.
· He will do signs and wonders,

· the earth will be handed over into his hands,

· and he will commit abominations, the likes of which have never been seen since the beginning of time.

16:5  Then the human creation will be brought into the fiery furnace of testing.
· Many will fall and perish.
· But the ones who endure in the faith will be saved through the curse itself/Himself.

Mathew 24:11: And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.

1 Timothy 4:1-2: The Spirit clearly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, by following spirits that deceive and the teachings of demons, through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared.  

· Didache 16:3-4a talks about what will take place within the “Church.”  How do we know this will be the case?
· What will happen to much of what goes on within the Church?

Matthew 24:24: Jesus said, “False messiahs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

2 Thessalonians 2:9: The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders.

1 John 2:22: Who is a liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the Messiah?  He is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.

· What is another name for the “deceiver of the world”?
· What is the allure of the antichrist?

· What is the result of the antichrist?

· How will God use these abominations?
Galatians 3:13: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

Didache 16:5 uses wordplay.  It uses the idea of curse in two different ways.  First, it refers to the curse of having to be put through the fiery test.  This is, as Scripture says, like being put through a refiner’s fire to be purified (Malachi 3:2).  Those who endure will even be stronger in the faith because they have looked all the more to the Cursed One Himself, Jesus Christ, for their deliverance.
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Christ’s Return
16:6  And then the signs of the truth will appear:
· the first sign, the opening of heaven;

· the next sign, the sound of the trumpet;

· and the third, the resurrection of the dead.

16:7  Yet, not all [will be saved].  As it was said, “The Lord will come and all the saints with Him” [Zechariah 14:5].
16:8  Then the world will see the Lord coming on the clouds of heaven.
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1 Thessalonians 4:17: Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them [those who have died in Christ] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.

· When the Didache says “and then the signs of the truth will appear,” what is it saying about the antichrist and his “truth”?

· Discuss the events of the Last Day.
St. Luke gives us these words from Jesus: “Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” [Luke 21:28].
· Are Christians to be fearful or joyful about Christ’s return?
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