The Didache: Christians Who Visit and Full-Time Prophets
Lesson 13: (Chapters 12-13)
By Pr Rich Futrell

Visiting Laypersons
The Didache, chapter 11, taught the Gentile converts how to judge the legitimacy of a visiting Apostle or pastor.  But what if someone came to visit who claimed to be a Christian who was not an Apostle or prophet?  What then?  The Didache covers this in chapter 12.
12:1  Receive every person coming in the name of the Lord, but then test him and know, to see if he is true or false.  
· 12:2  If he is passing through,
· help him as you are able.

· But he should not stay with you more than two or, if needed, three days.

· 12:3  If, however, he wishes to settle down among you, and is a craftsman, let him work and eat.

· 12:4  But if he does not have a craft, use your judgment how he will live among you, without being idle.

· 12: 5  And if he does not wish to cooperate in this way, he is a Christ-seller.
  Beware of such people!
· Psalm 118:26 says, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”  When a person is “coming in the name of the Lord,” what is that supposed to mean?

Hebrews 13:2: “Don’t neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing this some have welcomed angels as guests without knowing it.”
2 Thessalonians 3:10: “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.”
· What is the Didache trying to balance?

Read Matthew 23:1-12
Jesus’ instructions to His disciples against using titles (rabbi, teacher, and father) were given against a backdrop of what the Scribes and Pharisees were doing by use of their titles.  They would place burdens on others but then be unwilling to move a finger to help.  So the use of titles is not wrong in itself, but the disciples were not to use such titles to take advantage of others.  Instead, they were to be as brothers.
· In light of Matthew 23:1-12, what point is Didache chapter 12 making?

True Prophets Living in the Community
13:1  Every true prophet [pastor] willing to settle down among you is worthy of his food.  13:2  A true teacher is also, like a worker, worthy of his food.  
13:3  So then: 

· You [sg] are to take the first-fruits of vintage and harvest, of cattle and sheep, to the prophets, for they are your [pl] high priests.
· 13:4  But if you [sg] do not have a prophet, give it to the poor.
· 13:5  If you [sg] bake bread, take the first-fruits according to the commandment.

· 13:6  Likewise, when you [sg] open a jar of wine or oil, take the first-fruits and give it to the prophets.
· 13:7  As for money, clothing, or any other possession, take the first-fruits, as seems good to you [sg], and give according to the commandment.
1 Corinthians 9:14: “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should earn their living by the gospel.”
· What basic point is the Didache making here?
· What is “commandment” is being referred to when the Didache says “according to the commandment”?
· What is taking place with the Didache’s use of the singular and plural “you”?

· Why do you think the Didache says to give what you would otherwise give to your pastor to the poor if you don’t have a pastor?

When the Didache refers to prophets [pastors] as “high priests,” it is not doing so in a way that takes away from all Christians being in the “royal priesthood”  1 Peter 2:9 reads, “But you [Christians] are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  

The Didache is, instead, making a point of comparison.  In the Old Covenant, the people of Israel were to ensure that the high priests could work full time as priests through their various offerings.  So also was it to be for the New Covenant’s prophets/pastors.
· Deuteronomy 18:4: “You must also give the priest the first-fruits of your grain, new wine, and oil, and the first shearing of your flock.”
· Exodus 34:22: “Observe the Festival of Weeks, the first-fruits of wheat harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at the end of the year.”
· Leviticus 23:17: “From wherever you live, bring two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an ephah.  These must be made of fine flour, baked with leaven, as first-fruits to the LORD.” 
· What are “first-fruits”?
· Why does the Didache emphasize the giving of “first-fruits”?

· How does the giving of one’s first-fruits show that, in the “racking and stacking” of life’s priority, what is to be first?
· When Didache 13:7 says to give in a way “as seems good to you,” what then is shaping the Christian’s life of giving?







� Here the Didache uses wordplay.  Such a person is not a Christianos [Christian] but a Christemporos [Christ-seller].
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