The Memorial and Committal Service for Lester W. Haas
January 21, 2011
Glendale Memorial Gardens, Pekin, Illinois
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation and Greeting 
P
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.

Remembrance of Baptism

P
In Holy Baptism, Lester was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered all his sin.  It is as the Apostle Paul says in Romans, Chapter 6: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
C
Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too can walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with Him in the likeness of His death, we will also be united with Him in the likeness of His resurrection.”
Psalm
 Psalm 23 (Traditional)
Antiphon

P
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
C
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

Psalm

P
The Lord is my shepherd;

C
I shall not want.

P
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
C
He leadeth me beside the still waters.

P
He restoreth my soul;
C
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.

P
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
C
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

P
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies;
C
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

P
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
C
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

C
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

          as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

Antiphon

P
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
C
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

Salutation and Collect

P
The Lord be with you.

C
And with your spirit.

P
Let us pray.

O God, whose mercies are new every morning, give us strength as we walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  May Your rod and staff comfort us.  Bring us safely into Your eternal presence, where we will join with all the saints and fully know the consolation of Your love.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray, in the Holy Spirit. 

C
Amen.

Scripture Reading
 Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every event under heaven: 
2a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot; 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embraces; 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to be silent, and a time to speak; 8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 

9What does a worker gain from his toil?  10I have seen the task that God has laid on the children of men.  11He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He has also put eternity into man’s heart, yet without enabling him to find out what God has done from beginning to end.
P
This is the Word of the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

Apostles’ Creed 
P
God has made us His people through our baptism into Christ.  And so in the face of death, we confess our faith in the living God.
C
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Brief Sermon
Prayer of the Church

P
Let us pray.

P
O God, the Father in heaven,

C
have mercy.

P
O God, the Son, the Redeemer of the world,

C
have mercy.

P
O God, the Holy Spirit, the Counselor,

C
grant us Your peace.

P
Almighty God, we praise You for the saints who have finished their lives in faith and now rest from their labors.  We remember especially our loved one, Lester, whom You have baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, so he may die to sin and rise to newness of life.  You have nourished Lester by the body and blood of Your Son, so he may be raised to immortality and seated at Your heavenly banquet.  In Your compassion, comfort all who now grieve in this time of sadness.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

P
Eternal Father, we praise You for Your love, made know to us through Your Son, Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit.  In our earthly sorrows, help us find strength in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

P
You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through Your Word and Sacraments.  You also give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when there is loneliness, now and in the days to come.  Brighten our future with a firm trust in Your promises and care.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer 
P
Remove our fears and make us bold to pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us:

C
Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation;
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing of the Grave Site
P
Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, by Your three-day rest in the tomb, You hallowed the graves of all who believe in You, promising resurrection to our mortal bodies.  Bless T this grave that the body of our brother, Lester, may sleep here in peace until You awaken him to glory, when he will see You face to face and know the splendor of the eternal God, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C
Amen.

The Committal
Earth may be poured on the casket while the pastor says:.

P
We now commit the body of our brother, Lester, to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies, so they will be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subdue all things to Himself.

The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he says:.

P
May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T Son, who by His blood redeemed this body; may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep these remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh.

C
Amen.

Benediction

P
Alleluia!  Christ is risen.
C
He is risen, indeed.  Alleluia!
P
Let us go forth in peace, in the name of the Lord.
C
Amen.

P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C
Amen.
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